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Man, if you think Bro. Malcolm is d®ad
You are out of your cotton picking head
Just get.off your slumbering bed

And watch his fighting spirit spread.
Every shut eye ain’t sleep

Every goodbye ain’t gone.

Professor Lewis Michaux
Harlem, 2/21/65

WHY BLACK LIBERATION MONTH

Black Liberation Month is our attempt to unite
with the founders and supporters of Negro History
Week, and join their emphasis on study with our
emphasis on struggle. Moreover, the concept of
Black Liberation Month more accurately reflects
the needs of our movement, particularly the need
to build on the massive participation of people in
the upsurge of struggle during the 1960’s.

Carter G. Woodson, noted Afro-American
nationalist historian, founded Negro History Week
in 1926. In addition to the newspaper column of
J.A. Rodgers, this was the major source of infor-
mation that Black people had about their history.
Every year in schools, churches, civic and political
organizations, Negro History Week has been a
time for historical reading and discussion.

We believe that Negro History Week has made
a great contribution to mass awareness of Black
History., Moreover, the recognition of Negro His-
tory Week has caught on, and has become an
intellectual tradition in the 20th century Afro-
American experience. However, times have
changed considerably since 1926. In political and
cultural terms, the time has come to transform
our orientation: from Negro to BLACK, from
History to LIBERATION, from Week to MONTH.

The revolutionary upsurge of the 1960’s is our
most recent historical experience of massive
militant protest. It continues to be a rich source
of lessons for current and future struggles. BLACK
LIBERATION MONTH unites with Woodson’s
effort, but does so by raising it to a higher level
based on the lessons of the 1960’s.

In sum, our study of history must be linked with
the revolutionary history of the Black liberation
movement. Qur goal is not simply to symbolically
institutionalize a change in our yearly calendar of
events, but to use this month as one more way to
raise the consciousness of the masses of people
about the historical nature of exploitation and
oppression, to unite people around a correct polit-
ical line, and to mobilize people to actively take
up the struggle for Black liberation.

Brother Malcolm was a hero of liberation for oppress-
ed and exploited peoples all over the world. He was
like so many who had come before him, a Black man
struck down in the bowels of hell who fought to rice
up and sing his tune from the mountain top of Black
resistance. While everyone did not agree with all that
he said, everyone respected him. And through Mal-
colm, all of us won greater respect. Brother Malcolm
was a rare genius, a gifted leader who built his move-
ment with those that the system had rejected. His life
is testimony to the truth that the last shall be first,
the ideologically dead shall rise, and the truth shall
set you spiritually and morally free!

Malcolm stood tall on two pillars of strength. (1)
BLACK IDENTITY: Malcolm was dedicated to link-
ing the Afro-American to Africa (spiritually, cultur-
ally, and physically), to resisting white racism at all
costs, and to building Black unity, including all ideo-
logies providing that they put the interests of the
masses of poor Blacks above all else. This stimulated
the Black consciousness movement, inspired Black
art and literature, and set the foundation stone for
Black liberation theology, Black studies, and the social
theory of Black nationalism.

(2) REVOLUTION: Malcolm was clear on the unity of strategy (one’s fundamental long
range goals that hardly ever change) and tactics (concrete steps to achieve strategic goals).
Malcolm had a strategic vision of world brotherhood based on mutual respect and freedom
from all forms of oppression and exploitation. But he saw two alternative tactics, the ballot
or the bullet. And even more importantly, he fully understood his role as the most radical
leader of the 1960’s. He forced even racist whites to accept the more n» derate Black leaders
(remember that the white establishment thought the NAACP was 1 al before Malcolm
and SNCC). Malcnlm sought to actually build an army of Black liberaturs who would be the
self defense Black people so desperately needed.

The main contrast in contemporary Black leadership is between Martin Luther King and
Malcolm. King won the respect of the masses, as did Malcolm, although in different ways.
Malcolm was a Black nationalist who believed in revolution, while King was a civil rights
leader fighting for reform. King was more acceptable because he operated within the system
albeit as an opposition, while Malcolm was outside. King was given the Nobel Peace Prize,
while Malcolm was given official recognition by the Organization of African Unity. In order
to understand Black leadership both of these men must be understood. The liberal establish-
ment must not be allowed to manipulate us to forget Malcolm.

REMEMBER MALCOIL.IV!
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In His Own Words

For the past 15 years we have distributed
BLM News free to individuals, and we can
keep it that way with your help.
We Weed Your Support
To Continue

Because of paper and postage costs we were
only able to have 100,000 of this issue printed
— it should have been at least 1,000,000. We
hope that after reading this issue you will
aﬁree that BLM News is vital and everyone
should have a copy. Please sit down, write us
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most importantly send in your donation. We
need your financial support today! Now is the
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MALCOLM

Malcolm was an Apostle, a true witness to Black liberation. He lived
like us, and he died for us. An apostle is a person who can best represent
a revolutionary movement, usually in terms of its ideology, morality,
and political leadership. Malcolm was an Apostle of Black Liberation for
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three reasons:

1. He was a direct descendent of the two main nationalist traditions in
that his father was both a Baptist minister and an organizer for the UNIA
led by Marcus Garvey. Also, Malcolm was taught in the Nation of Islam
by Elijah Muhammad, whose father was also a Baptist minister.

2. He transformed his life into a model of honesty for which the only
moral imperative was to serve the cause of Black liberation. His voice
cleared a space for Black Liberation Ideology.

MALCOLM LITTLE: THE EXPLOITED

One of the most difficult aspects of being
Black and growing up in the USA is nurturin
and groom'mﬁ strong manhood in Blac
young men. This came to a head for Malcolm,
since the main aspect of his youth was the
systematic destruction of all legitimate
means whereby he could have a strong source
of identity, dignity, and manhood. He had a
strong father, Rev Earl Little, who held some
of the most dominant and militant political
positions of his day resulting from being a
Baptist minister and an organizer for the
UNIA. Malcolm was the seventh, a son, and :
his fathers’ faverite. Rev Little was The fol- | ‘__,/‘ -
lowing years represented a once proud famil :
being %)nldgeoncd to the groumf by the wci]farc system. This system was not
functioning to provide supportive assistance as much as it attacked the dignity
of a family who had fallen on hard times through no fault of their own. As a
result of several years of humiliation Malcolm's mother, Louise Little, born in
Grenada, suffered a nervous breakdown and spent 26 years in a mental institu-
tion. Her breakdown happened when Malcolm was 12.

Malcolm was sent to live in two foster homes, first with a Black family and
then with a white family in charge of a detention home. He was on his way to
reform school. However, he was a bright and earnest youth, so he stayed with
this white family for 4 years, finishing the eighth grade. But, even though Mal-
colm was a bright student, was elected president by his 7th grade class, and
adapted to their racial code by staying away from white girls, he was put down.
When he told his English teacher that he hoped to be a [awyer one day, he was
rebuked with the admonition that he should be “realistic about being a NIG-
GER”; and that he should learn to work with his hands. Malcolm was 15.
Societal racism destroyed Malcolm’s father, his mother, and his aspiration to
use education for self advancement. These attacks offered no hope tor a legiti-
mate life style. America required giving up dignity and manhood in exchange
for a life of poverty, violence, and ignorance.

DETROIT RED : THE EXPLOITER

Malcolm became Detroit Red when he accepted his re-
jection by white racism, moved to the East Coast, and
gan to live his life based on the norms and values of
street life. Detroit Red was the opposite of Malcolm Little,
but just as much a part of the American drama. Malcolm
entered the illegal underground economy with his moral-
ity solely based on the pleasure principle; “if its good to
you, its good for you,” no matter who you hurt to get it,
including yourself. This was a suicidal, hedonistic phase.
Detroit Red had a white girl friend. He refused to adapt
to legitimate Black community norms, and took to street
life and began worshiping everything evil as good. His life
was filled with violence, crime, drugs, prostitution, and
satanic attacks on religion. All along tﬁe way Malcolm saw
that his life led to self destruction, and years in prison.
Detroit Red was a vulture that fed on his own people, a
criminal element that made his own community weaker. ., -
The main thing is that this criminal element in the Black ,
community is responding to their negation by the racist terror of life in the USA.
Detroit Red could exist only when Malcolm Little had been destroyed. How-
ever, together they are the alternatives offered by this system: Become a lawyer
because white people think you are a harmless “mascot,” or be a thug/hoodlum
who provides white people with their secret hedonistic pleasures. The former is
what most youths want and the latter is what all too many get.
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3. He set the standard for a generation of activists and intellectuals,
fighting to transform a tradition of struggle. With his life we have a prism
through which we can deepen our understanding of how Black people are
the exploited (Malcolm Little), the exploiters (Detroit Red), the self
emancipators (Malcolm X), and the social liberators (Malik Shabazz).
The life of Brother Malcolm can be a source of insight and inspiration
whereby young people can grasp hold of a role model for self emancipa-
tion and social liberation.

MALCOLM X: THE SELF EMANCIPATOR

Detroit Red was such a “bad dude” in
prison, and so hard on things like religion
that his fellow prisoners started calling him
“satan.” But Malcolm had more sense than to
choose to be a devil in a hell based on his own
exploitation. For most prisoners who have
some self respect and dignity left, there are
only two interests, survival and getting out.
But Malcolm discovered that his life as De-
troit Red failed to arm him with even the
most rudimentary skills needed to rise above
his imprisonment. He really couldn’t read
and write too good.

Malcolm found two clear sources of
strength. Both were strong father figures, both buttressing the wounded but not
slain manhood of this giant who haglgeen stooping in the dung heap of criminal-
ity. Malcolm began to stand tall in prison. He found Bimbi, one of the famous
“jail house intellectuals” who spoke the truth and was respected by everyone.
He also was turned toward the Nation of Islam by his family and accepted the
teaching of Elijah Muhammad. Bimbi gave Malcolm a new model of status and
respect, based on being intelligent and articulate. Mr. Muhammad gave Mal-
colm the desire to better himself, to get out of prison, and to help others. Mal-
colm was able to get a firm grasp of a new morality, organizational politics, and
a new Black ideology. All of this was a unique but mixed bag, later revealed to
possess strengths and weaknesses.

Malcolm X was the model of a self emancipator. This is his most vital lesson.
There are three aspects of this self emancipation: (1) Malcolm knew how to
learn, because he learned how to listen to others and to do a great deal of reading.
In many ways genius means being able to learn from other people better than
any body else. (2] Malcolm had commitment, because he was judicious in using
his time and money to serve his ideals including his politics, his family, his
religion, and , above all, his search for the truth. (3) MaFc'olm was the model of
discipline, because he imposed order where there was chaos, because he stood
cool like Daniel “in the lions den,” and he was consistent.

When Malcolm joined the Nation of Islam he was returning to the nationalist
tradition of his father, but he adopted a new religion which uniquely popularized
the historical necessity of uniting with the world experience of Bf;c people.
Malcolm stood outside of the norms of society like Detroit Red, but this time
not as the under-belly of America but as a challenge to it. Malcolm stood outside
of it while in it, stared it in the eye, and used his rap to pull the covers off
America to show its rape of the worl(f, to show its barbarism veiled in silk and
satin.

EL HAJ) MALIK EL SHABAZZ: THE SOCIAL LIBERATOR

The Nation of Islam helped Malcolm lift
himself up and become one of the greatest
Black leaders of all time. But Malcolm grew
beyond this organization, while remaining
rooted in much of what he had learned. This
was a time of great struggle and Malcolm was
called to a bigger role in history than as an
organizer for the narrow politics of Black
separatism. Malcolm was the main force be-
hind the strategic slogan of a Black United
Front, a front for all Black people led by the
masses and not the privileged elites. His new
organization was the Organization of Afro-
American Unity.

Malcolm became a recognized world leader
of the Afro-American people and was accepted in diplomatic circles from the
United Nations to virtually all of Africa. Malcolm emphasized three things: in-
dependence in consciousness and political action, selt-defense in the face of ra-
cist violence, and turning our struggle from one about civil rights to one about
human rights. MALCOLM went to Mecca and became a minister of the official
Sunni Muslims who are organized orra world wide basis. Further, after Mecca
he held that religion was a private/personal matter.

Malcolm rose from the lowest depths to the highest achievement possible,
world wide recognition and respect E:)r faith, honesty, vision, and courage. The
path he traveled to get out of hell is a road open to most Black youth., Middle
class role models do not make sense unless one is already middle class. Malcolm
is a role model for the great mass of Black youth. He is their sunshine.




RACE, NATIONALITY, AND CLASS:

On the should

ers of MALCOLM

WE CAN ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF BLACK LIBERATION IN THE 1980°S

Malcolm was the dominant voice for Black liberation in the 1960’s. He was
more of a street speaker and political agitator than a writer of books or a uni-
versity teacher. He was a man of the people and used his knowledge of the
streets to gain access to their inner thoughts. He spoke the words many be-

lieved but few dared to speak, certainly to as many people and as articulately
as he did. He was the Black response to racism in the USA par excellence. He
dared to tell it, and while he was killed, it is impossible to silence him because
it is impaossible to kill the truth.

RESEARCH ON MALCOLM IS NECESSARY NOW!

Malcolm must always be studied as a complex
whole. He was an Afro-American, a minister of
Islam, a political leader, and an international dip-
lomat. We have to raise questions about each of these
aspects of his identity. Many of these questions can
only be answered if we have a major research cffort to
gather all of the documentation of what actually took
place and analyze it from all academic disciplines.
The viability of a point of view should be based on
proof. This is our only acceptable approach to the his-
torical Malcolm, documented evidence.

However, this should not stop us from exploring
the full range of ideological and political points made
by Malcolm in terms of their relevance to the situa-
tion of Black people in 1985. After all, we live in the
here and now, and our nceds are a priority for us so we
need to know 1f Malcolm can be of some help right
now. This short editonial is the position of Peoples
College on the relevance of Malcolm today.

BLACK ELECTORAL LEADERSHIP

Currently the Black liberation movement 1s at an
impasse due to the anti-climactic transition of Black
electoral activity. Malcolm was very clear in his
analysis of the importance and dangers of the clec-
toral process. Near the end of his life he insisted that
Black people begin to register, but that they do so
only as independents, He said that if anyone prom-
oted that Black people seck their freedom through the
Democratic Party they were a political hability for
the Black community. In Malcolm's uncompromis-
ing rhetoric “a political chump!” But Malcolm also
maintained a working relationship with progressive
Black politicians like Adam Clayton Powell. He
maintained an uncompromising strategic view and
very flexible tactics.

So our situation needs more strategic and tactical
influence from Malcolm within the Black liberation
movement. Our great mass upsurge in: northern
mayoral ' races (e.g, Chicago, Detroit, Boston,
Washington DC, et¢.), in Southern states (¢.g., Mis-
sissippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
ete.), and overall in the 1984 presidential race is
mainly resulting in quite limited gains, and 1n frus-
trating of a movement that has wanted so much
more. The movement needs its own party, needs its
own brand of independent polities — can we do worse
than “Gerry and Fritz?” (1984 candidates of the
Democrats) Every member of the Rainbow Coalition
should take an assignment for this 1985 Black Libera-
tion Month: to listen to Malcolm’s recorded specch
“The Ballot or the Bullet,” and use it as a framework
for a critical summary of the 1984 presidential cam-
paign. (see Black Liberation Month News 1984 with
its special focus on Black People and Presidential
Polities.)

HONESTY VERSUS OPPORTUNISM

This is really the key to Malcolm’s posture, an un-
compromising honesty based on the Black experni-
ence in white America. Fundamentally, honesty
should be normal, but the opposite was and in many
cases still is the casc: lies and deception are expected,
pain brings laughter and humiliation is often wom
with pride. We have been turned into Mr. T, Prince,
Rev Ike, Eldridge Cleaver, or some version of a Black
Republican Barbice/G 1 Joe doll type robot (e.g., cam-
paign posters of Ronald Reagan being supported by
Muhammad Ali, Floyd Patterson, and Joe Frazier). All
of these role models are take-offs on some aspect of
the American hype. None are based on the honest
truth of the Black experience. None represent a legiti-
mate alternative for the masses of people who are suf-
fering in this land of plenty just a little bit better than
in Ethiopia but about the same as South Africa.

BEING NATURAL IS THE BEST!

Malcolm was part of the time when the hip thing
was to be natural, to reflect a self accepting one’s
physical reality (rather than deal in white-induced
self hate because ot skin color, hair, lips, etc.) and
searching for a description of the world that is clear
and honest (calling a spade a spade!). American his-
tory provides possible methods for the freedom ot
Black people. Malcolm did nothing more or less than
the cry of Patrick Henry during the American revolt
from colonial England, “Give me liberty or give me
death!” Malcolm called it the ballot or the bullet,
freedom for everybody or freedom for nobody.

THE BLACK OUTSIDER IN REVOLT

America put Malcolm outside of its legitimacy and
Malcolm turned his condition of oppression into a
platform of resistance. Malcolm always started with
an assumption outside of American racism and
capitalism. So, he never “played ball” with the sys-
tem unlike so many of our current leaders who feel
that it is so necessary to do. Malcolm paid the su-
preme price before he had completed his change after
leaving the Nation of Islam. He was so honest we
somehow knew he would go where we had to, but he
had already gone so far out we feared he would be
taken before his journey’s end. So, we must mount
his shoulders and use his strengths to help us see
farther and understand better where we have to go.
Later, others will use us as their foundation to build
upon.

NATION OF ISLAM

The Nation of Islam was a bundle of contradic-
tions. During its height, the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad and the Nation of Islam was the domin-
ant force in Black Nationalism due to size, organiza-
tional discipline, key organizers hike Malcolm X, and
its newspaper, Muhammad Speaks. The appeal of the
paper’s message included the mysticism of Muham-
mad’s private theories (e.g., the story of Yacub and
how white pcople were created, the Mother plane
from outer space, etc.), moral teachings of self-eman-
cipation from the degenerate hedonism and poverty
of American life, and a political slant provided by
Black socialist intellectuals. We read about the Viet-
nam War from the eyes of Ho Chi Minh and not Lyn-
don Johnson.

In general the Nation of Islam was a highly discip-
lined religious organization that sought its recruits
from the downtrodden. They converted people no-
body else valued. So, we believe that for a significant
part of its history the Nation of Islam played essen-
tially a positive role in the fight for Black liberation.

BLACK WOMEN AND BLACK MEN

Malcolm was a great role model for Black men. He
provided great lessons, including several distinct
ways a Black man relates to a woman. Malcolm Little
saw his mother destroyed, and was separated from his
sisters by “the welfare.” Detroit Red was into pros-
titution, and using women as objects of status, e.g,,
fronting off his white girl friend: Malcolm X com-
bined his respect and love with a demand for obedi-
ence from women, but did not elevate women into
leadership positions. Malik Shabazz was equalitarian
and sought out talented Black women to play equal
roles with men in building revolutionary organiza-
tion. He greatly acknowledged this when Fannie Lou
Hamer visited Harlem from the tront lines of the
struggle in Mississippi.

GANGS AND BLACK YOUNG MEN

Malcolm knew the streets, knew the hustlers, drug
dealers, thicves, con-artists, ctc.-He valued their
hatred for the white establishment, and somehow he
also valued their beauty, their manhood, their atfir-
mation of life even down in the gutter. But the main
aspect of this group is that they are parasites, they
rape and ravage their own community. The average
Black youth who goes into crime finds it easy because
white racist capitalist exploitation has rendered the
Black community defenseless, So, they can easily sell
drugs to people who believe there is no other way to
ease the pain of being poor and Black. The spirit of
Malcolm demands that we clean up our own commu-
nity. Black men and women must rise up and take
our community from the hands of exploiters, white
and Black. A gang in the Black community usually
does nothing more than attack Black mothers, grand-
mothers, sisters and little brothers, fathers, small
businesses, schools, churches, etc. When this hap-
pens it is Black people acting out the desire of the sys-
tem. When a young Black “thug” shoots and kills
another Black youth (e.g., the Ben Wilson murder in
Chicago), the thug is merely a proxy for old Uncle
Sam. So, from our point of view, we must always
point our finger at the system. Otherwise, to target
Black youth as the problem is to say that the victim
is responsible for the crime. This lets the real crimi-
nals get away with their crimes.

RACIST VIOLENCE AND THE NECESSITY OF SELF DEFENSE

Malcolm called for Old Testament morality, “an
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” He favored peace,
but believed in the justice of fight back by oppressed
people. In sum, Malcolm believed that self defense
was a human right based on the sanctity of human
life, and if a government failed to adequately protect
a people then they were within their rights to strike
back. Such a necessity is so basic that the responsibil-
ity of the pcople (when government fails) is the only
guarantee that democracy will survive. Malcolm X
was a great American because he was so unyielding
in -his demand that racist violence against Black
people be totally stopped forever. But he knew that
racist ‘violence could not end while the USA was
practicing business as usual. Freedom only exists
where everyone is free!

Today, racist violence is once again on the rise:
People are being viciously murdered by police, white
paramilitary hate groups are allowed to flourish and
are even promoted by the media, homes are being fire
bombed, Black appointed officials are rapidly declin-
ing at the federal level, and the cutback in social prog-
rams is unleashing the terror of recently restrained
institutional racism and its systematic destruction of
each successive generation. We must raise this issue
of white racist violence to the highest levels and con-
solidate a united front of resistance. The spirit of Mal-
colm demands that Black people fight back! In
Europe, some Christian ministers tried to kill Hitler.
In Latin America, some priests have taken up guns to
defend Gods' children against the human representa-
tives of the devil, i.e., US imperialism and their local
lackey neo-colonial regimes. We must defend ourse-
lves, as Malcolm said, By Any Means Necessary!

FORWARD TO THE 21ST CENTURY

The mainideological issues that we face today will
be with us over the next several decades if not the
next century. The relationship of race, class, and na-
tionality will continue to be the main problem in a
world convulsing from the current deep crisis of the
capitalist system. The external battles in the skies,
star wars, will merely reflect these contradictions on
carth rather than represent new heavenly ‘changes
{even though one wonders it Ronald Reagan thinks of
himself as God, Thor, or merely Buck Rogers). Upto
this stage of the Black liberation struggle, especially
over the last 125 years, the Black middle class, has
been in the leadership of the Black community. Their
political role has been positive because the goal has
been to defeat a racism that has denied equal access
for Blacks of all classes to USA capitalist democracy.
However, as in Africa, when the Black middle class
takes over positions of authority within the system,
cither they defect from the interests of the middle
class and adopt the interests of working class and
poor people in general, or they become part of the
problem. One is either part of the problem or part of
the solution. Malcolm helped us to see this, in fact,
he died so that we might understand this better.

REMEMBER
MAILCOLM?
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No one can contribute more to the liberation of Black
people than their own life. But, in making this supreme
sacrifice, in this kind of death, one lives forever in the
hearts and minds of the people. In the 1960s, Malcoim
made this sacrifice while organizing his Organization of
Afro-American Unity. But the vicious violence of white
racism struck many others as well, including these four
Black men who cover the complete ideological-political
spectrum of the Black liberation movement. This should
be studied to understand the full scope of our problem.
We're dying together, we might as well learn how to

build a Black liberation movement together! MEDGAR EVERS / 1925 - 1963 JAMES CHANEY / 1943 -1964 FRED HAMPTON
TRADITIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MILITANT CIVIL RIGHTS REVOLUTIONARY BLA
NATIONAL ASSOC. FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY BLACK PANTH
3 4 5
1968: There was a demonstration in 1973: Native Amer
Orangesburg, South Carolina, to armed resistal
1965: The Selma-to-Montgomery March 9nd segregationin _bov\!llng alleys Knee, South [
dramatized the fight for Black in that city, resulting in a police government re
voting rights. It ended with a rally 1913: Rosa Parks, the Black worker assault on February 8, brutally ed Knee is a h
of 25,000 people in front of the who sparked the Montgomery murdering 4 students and 1890 massacr
state capital. Bus Boycott, was born. wounding 50. troops killed oy
S [
“While it was true a thousand years ago,
that human toil and energy was unable to
feed, clothe and shelter all mankind, this
has not been the case since the beginning
of the nineteenth century; and today,
wit: what we know of natural forces;
with the land and labor at our disposal, . - S
with the known techniques of processing 1909: ‘T‘z: ah'I‘:tional tAsfs%clrtlgg :,O' tt:e
materials and transporting goods, there | 1933: The first Black library was foun- e foinded s Mo Falle NY.
lhs no a:e_quate fe:tlvr?ﬂ hWhlrl a t"':'g'ﬂ ded in Philadelphia. This is one of 9 A
uman being on earth should not have the many examples of Black - : e : :
sufficient food, clothing and sheiter for ples’ strvuggle ':o build insm- fir=s ;:e Flu\?v'::i‘:::n gl:c‘l’: itL;:I‘:ga‘;v:z 1817: z:;?::;k 2:::'2:
healthy life. R tions and to develop culturally. protect an escaped slave. freedom, was b
1865: The Kiu Klux Klan, a facist organi- 1688: Quakers of Germantown, Penn-
zation that promotes white su- sylvania made the first formal 1909: W.E.B. DuBois organized the first
premacy, organized in Pulaski, protest against slavery in the Pan African Congress which was
Tennessee. western hemisphere. held in Paris, France. 1895: Frederick Dougl
“Modern imperialism and modern indus-
trialism are one in the same system; root
and branch of the same tree. The race |
problem is the other side of the labor 1884: At the Berlin Conference the
problem; and the Black man's burden is | 1877: The Hayes-Tilden Betrayal was Europeans ended the “Scramble |

the white man’s burden.”
W.E.B. DuBois

announced.
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CALENDAR FEBRUARY 1985

SDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

1945 - 1969

K NATIONALISM
R PARTY

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. / 1929 - 1968

MILITANT BLACK CHURCH

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

L 2

1964: Eduardo Mondlane, first presi-
dent of Frelimo, was assasinated
by a mail bomb. Frelimo led the
victorious national liberation
struggle of the people of Mozam-

bique against the Portuguese.

1960: The sit-in movement was launched
by four students in Greensboro,
N.C. This sparked a new phase of
militant Black protest that ex-
posed the national oppression of

Black people in the U.S.A.

6

zans unleashed

1974:

7/

Grenada Independence Day.

8 9

ce at Wounded 1926: Negro History Week was founded 1943: 4,000 Black and white youth led
akota to protest by Carter G. Woodson in honor of by the American Youth Congress
yression. Wound- Frederick Douglass. march in Washington D.C. to pro-
storic site of the test government discrimination
. where federal 1865: Black Laws of lllinois 1964: Malicolm X founded the Organi- against Black servicemen and the

ar 300 Indians.

were repealed.

zation for Afro-American Unity. U.S. war policy.

13

1790:

14

Richard Allen, founder of the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church
was born in Philadelphia. The de-
velopment of the independent
Black church made a major con-

15 16

1ss, ex-slave, ab- tribution to the formation and de- 1851: Black Abolitionists crashed a 1937: The National Negro Congress
ganizer for Black velopment of the Afro-American courtroom in Boston to rescue a was founded in Chicago. It organ-
rn. nation. fugitive slave. ized workers in the C.1.O.
1983: Harold Washington wins Demo-
cratic mayoral primary in 1868: W.E.B. DuBois was born. He was
Chicago. a writer, an educator, and Fisk
graduate, as well as architect of
1872: The National United Front of far- Pan Africanism, Secretary of the

ss died.

1965:

Malcolm X was assassinated at
age 39 in the Audubon Ballroom
in New York City.

mers, workers and city folk, in
which the Colored National Far-
mers Alliance played a prominent
role, formed a Peoples Party in St.
Louis and tried to establish itself
as a national third political party.

first Pan African Conference in
1900, organizer of the second in
1919 and key leader in attemp-
ting to bring the case against
colonialism before the Versailles
Peace Conference.

WHAT IS PEOPLES COLLEGE?

Peoples College is an organization with 15 years experience fighting for Black
liberation. The main approach has been to develop educational activities that ex-
pose people to the history and current suffering of Black people, and to build a
commitment to fight for basic social change. The key slogans have been “Educa-
tion for Liberation” and “Further the Analysis, Heighten the Contradiction.”

Peoples College is known through its bookstore, TIMBUKTU, and its textbook in
Black Studies, INTRODUCTION TO AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES. Further, Peoples
College is an organization dedicated to using the tools of research and analysis to
assist local community groups who are struggling to. maintain some indepen- -
dence and continue militant struggle against the system of exploitation that holds
the USA down.

Since the people of the USA are facing a crisis, and are likely to suffer much
[ more in the near future, UNITY is more critical now that it has been in the last de-
| cade. Peoples College would like to join with all organizations willing to fight for
Black liberation, and in the process build a lasting unity.

27 28

. . .Political work must be rooted among
the masses and carried out on a profes-
sional level. What is required is that our
feet march in the struggles waged by the
| masses, our hearts throb in empathy
with their joys and sorrows, while our
heads rationally use the science of revo-
lution to develop our strategy and tactics.
Peoples College
Editorial for Marxism
and Black Liberation

re is no progress.”
ederick Douglass
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The

DECLARATION AGAINST IMPERIALISM, 1975-1985:

In the course of our struggle, the 10th anniversary of a major political event should be
the occasion of recognition, summation, criticism, rededication, and continued struggle
for peace, dignity, and freedom. The Declaration Against Imperialism (reprinted below)
is such a political document, one forged in the midst of struggle. The document was
unanimously adopted by this meeting of 150 Black intellectuals—teachers, students,
workers, journalists, professionals, and movement activists from across the U.S.—who
declared themselves firmly against U.S. imperialism. This historic meeting, The National
Planning Conference of The Year To Pull The Covers Off Imperialism was held at Fisk
University in Nashville, TN, January 10-12, 1975. Peoples College initiated this Declara-
tion by calling for the PCO! conference. (See Black Scholar January-February 1975.)

Participants in the conference came from California, Georgia, Florida, Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Texas.
Among the colleges and universities represented were Atlanta University, Comnell, Fisk,
Meharry, North Carolina Central, North Carolina A&T, Northern [llinois University,
Spelman, Stanford, State University of New York (Albany and Old Westbury), Tennessee
State, and Wayne State University.

Conference participants represented many organizations: February First Movement,
Black Economic Research Center, African Information Service, Association of Black
Psychologists, African Heritage Studies Association, National Conference of Black Polit-
ical Scientists, African Liberation Support Committee, A. Phillip Randolph Institute,
African Association for Black Studies, and the Association for the Study of Behavioral
Sciences. Journalists from the African World, the Black Scholar, the Review of Black
Political Economy,NationalBlack Network,, and the St. Petersburg Times also attended
the Conference.

A Key feature of the conference was a series of reports that summed up the experiences
of different generations by St. Clair Drake from the 20s, Bill Epton form the 40s, and
Abdul Alkalimat from the 60s. Other panelists included: Robert Allen, Ernie Mkalimoto,
S.E. Anderson, Ron Bailey, Alex Willingham, Dorothy Stewart, Ayanna, Lucius Outlaw,
James Turner, Shelby Smith, Malcolm Suber, Robert Newby, Robert Browne, and Jerry
Walker.

ROOTED IN ALSC STRUGGLE
The Declaration defined the orientation of Black intellectuals and activists who main-
tained the struggle in the 1970s following the mass movements in the 60s. During the

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMAJOR POLITICAL DOCUMENT

period of mass struggle the activist intellectuals tailed the movement. Black intellectu-
als of the 1960s spent their time explaining to each other and to white people what the
masses of Black people were doing. This was the most important thing they could do
since the masses were in motion and not waiting for instructions from their “intellectual
leadership.” However, this Declaration is evidence that in the 1970s the survivors of the
1960s kept going, and were beginning to fashion a viewpoint that placed some intellec-
tual activists in front of current and future mass struggles.

The key difference between following the mass movement and giving it leadership has
to do with whether one is dealing with the immediate and concrete problems or whether
one is dealing with the basic nature of the system that is the fundamental source of most
problems. When Black intellectual activists unite in opposition to imperialism as the
main ideological basis for Black unity, then they are taking the bold step of linking the
fight for Black liberation with the overall battle for social, and ultimately, human eman-
cipation. This is the decisive step for the future.

The ideological cutting edge of the Black liberation movement in the 1970s was the
African Liberation Support Committee (ALSC). The central struggle was the nationalist
Marxist controversy, a struggle that was waged a few years before the mainstream began
to debate what has come to be known as the race/class controversy. A major conference
had occurred at Howard University in May 1974, in which there had been a major con-
frontation of views. While it would be meaningless to consider either side being ‘victori-
ous, the main thing was that the Marxist forces successfully introduced into the Black
revolt imperialism as the key theoretical concept. This was merely catching up to the
ideological and political unity of the African liberation organizations that ALSC was sup-
porting.

By the PCOI conference at Fisk (8 months after the Howard University conference], it
was possible to convene a broad based group of Black intellectuals and activists, many
with established national reputations, and take the bold step represented by this Declara-
tion, It stands as a testament of courage and commitment -it is a manifesto of academic
excellence and social responsibility.

This Declaration makes great sense in the midst of this 1985 Black Liberation Month,
especially as it is dedicated to the theme Remember Malcolm. We believe that it will
likely have great relevance as a guide into the 21st century. Please read it as a historical
document, read it as our basic position as of 1985, and read it as a guide to [y]our future.

Today the world is plunging headlong into crisis. The
prosperity and world domination of the U.S.A. is being
challenged and exposed as the center of an exploiting
imperialist system. Capitalist exploitation shaped the
historical experience of Black people during European

A DECLARATION AGAINST IMPERIALISM

Adopted at the National Planning Conference PULL THE COVERS OFF IMPERIALISM PROJECT
Fisk University — Nashville, Tennessee — January 11, 1975

colonization and chattel slavery. Today capitalism is in
the imperialist stage of monopoly control by interna-
tional financial institutions and multinational corpora-
tions. Consideration of both of these stages of capitalist
exploitation pinpoints the underlying target of the Black
liberation movement over the last century of struggle.

The exposure and defeat of the “revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy” of U.S. imperialism in all its forms must be
adopted today as the main objective of the historical task of Black intellectuals.

The economic crisis of the world capitalist system is intensifying, and adds up to an all-sided attack on the living standards
of the people in the U.S_A , especially the working class and

pressed peoples—Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, Asians,

Once again it is time for Black intellectuals to speak
out—to vocalize in arising chorus that lays bare the true
character of U.S. imperialism and unites our work with
the movement for Black liberation

Imperialism is a system that is based on intense
economic exploitation, national and racial oppression,
and political repression. One of the tools for maintaining
imperialism is cultural domination through control of
educational institutions and the mass media. The de-
velopment of the world imperialist system has led to a
general crisis affecting all aspects of society, leaving no
nation, country, or people free of its destructive impact.
HOWEVER, imperialism, though dangerous, is a dying
system, for where there is exploitation and oppression
there is resistance and struggle. People are fighting for
economic security, overall improvement of their living
standards, freedom, justice and equality which ulti-
mately requires a new social order. This is the trend of
world history, and Black people in the U.S.A. are no ex-
ception. Countries want independence, nations want
liberation and people want revolution.

As the U.S.A. moves toward the Bicentennial Celeb-
ration of its existence it is the historical responsibility of
Black intellectuals to prevent distortions, lies and de-
ception by exposing U.S. imperialism. Over 100 years
ago (on July 4, 1852 in Rochester, New York) Frederick
Douglass set the pace when he clearly exposed “the
great sin and shame of America”:

What to the American slave is your Fourth of
July? | answer, a day that reveals to him more
than all other days of the year, the gross injus-
tice and cruelty to which he is the constant vic-
tim. To him your celebration is a sham; your
boasted liberty an unholy license; your denun-
ciation of tyrants, brass-fronted impudence;
your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow
mockery; your prayers and hymns; your ser-
mons and thanksgivings, with all your religi-
ous parade and solemnity, are to him mere
bombast, fraud, deception, Iimpiety, and
hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes
which would disgrace a nation of savages.
There is not a nation of the earth guiity of prac-
tices more shocking and bloody than are the
people of these United States at this very hour.

and Native Americans. Our task is to expose the essence of this crisis by demonstrating who benefits from imperialism and
who is exploited by imperialism—how and why, and how all the reforms now under discussion have historically failed to be
more than short term measures that deal with symptoms of the economic crisis and not its fundamental cause. The current
ineffectiveness of these reforms, such as during the Great Depression, characterize this problem.

One of the main manifestations of the world character of imperialism is the striving of the U.S. ruling class for hegemony in
every region of the world. The U.S. government and corporations, aided by the foundations, universities and mass media.
have extended to all corners of the globe so that the sun never set on U.S. imperialism. But just as when that description was
applied to the British empire and was ended by the forces of national liberation after WWII, so the forces of liberation and
revolution are bringing down U.S. imperialism as demonstrated by the victorious war won by the heroic Vietnamese people
and the defeat of U.S_-backed Portuguese Colonialism in Africa. Our struggles in the U.S.A. have also been blows against
imperialism, like the struggle at Attica, the Oneita Textile strike and the struggle at Wounded Knee. A key role of Black intellec-
tuals, literally located within the belly of U.S. monopoly capitalism, is to turn the character of U.S. imperialism inside out, pulling
off the covers that conceal it, and attacking it on its ideological front.

As the Black liberation movement spreads and reflects the revolutionary aspirations of the masses of Black people, there
also develops a great need for Black intellectuals to become politically relevant. This is a crucial mandate for all students,
teachers, journalists, professionals, artists, and writers. But a Black intellectual cannot be defined simply by an occupational
role or by formal education. Black intellectuals who will make meaningful contributions to the fight ?lll‘llﬁ imperialism
are people who have developed adequate theoretical skill grounded in a critical social analysis of the oppression of
Black le and of U.S. imperialism; are able to sum up the concrete conditions of a problem br discovering the
logica mmm and main aspects of the problem; integrate this summation with established revolutionary theoretical
principles, and creatively apply the lessons learned to contribute to solving the problems that Black people face and
which exist for the entire society. Examples of people having made this commitment include W.E.B. DuBois, Langston
Hughes, Paul Robeson, Maicolm X, and Oliver Cox.

Moreover, our theory must not only be rooted in a scientific approach to understanding the complex nature of U.S. sociatr.
and the historical development of U.S. imperialism, but also in a commitment to use such theory as a weapon in the struggle
against imperialism. This includes refuting the theories of racial inferiority being put forward by professors in major us.
universities, the intellectual justifications for anti-people programs constituting “benigh neglect,” and the educational programs
that slow down the intellectual advancement of the masses of people.

Therefore, we Black intellectuals must organize ourselves and forge unity around the historical condition of the people, and
around the intellectual, moral, and political imperatives for our work:

WE DECLARE that a primary task of Black intellectuals today is to study the character and historical develop-
ment of U.S. imperialism, especially its impact of Black people, and to promote this study throughout schools,
publications, conferences, and organizations;

WE DECLARE that the main objective of our study must be to expose the essence of imperialism and provide
the intellectual tools necessary for combating every imperialist assault on the people;

WE DECLARE that our immediate goal is to establish a new unity between Black intellectuals and the Black
liberation movement in which intellectuals function to serve the interests of the people with humility based on
compassion, strength, based on science, and a revolutionary optimism that the people will triumph over all enemies
and prosper.

FURTHER THE ANALY SIS THROUGH STUDY AND
HEIGHTEN THE CONTRADICTIONS THROUGH STRUGGLE!
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