
PART II.

FOUNDATIONS OF
BLACK SOCIAL THOUGHT



The second part  of  this INTR0DUCTION T0 AFR0-AMERICAN
STUDIES is  an  in tens ive  ana lys is  o f  bas ic  soc io -economic
forms exper ienced by  B lack  peop le  in  the  las t  

' l 00  years .
The purpose is  to  bu ' i ld  on  the  survey  (par t  I )  o f  top ics
wi th  an  in -depth  s tudy  o f  seven (7 )  c lass . ics  o f  B lack  soc . ia l
w r i t i n g  a n d  a n a l y s i s .  A  w o r k  o f  B l a c k  s o c i a l  a n a ' l y s i s  i s
cons idered a  c lass ic  when i t :  (A)  de f in i t i ve ly  sunrmar fzes
the exist ing knowledge of a major Black experi 'ence; (e) re-
presents a model of  methodology and technique that serves
to  d i rec t  fu tu re  inves t iga t ion ;  (C)  d raws f rom the  ana lys is
theoret ical  concepts and proposit ions that contr ibute to
our general  theoret ical  grasp of the socio-econom.ic and
po l i t i ca l  h is to ry  o f  the  USA and Af ro -Amer ican peop le ;  (D)
stands the test of  t ime by not being proven incorrbct or
inadequate  and rep laced by  a  super io r  work ;  and (E)  gu ides
one to  take  an  ac t ive  ro le  in  s t rugg le  to ' l ibera te  BTack
people and fundamental ly change the nature of f tner ican society.

RATIONALE

.  l ^ l .E.B.  DuBois,  in  the last  chapter  of  E lack Reconstruct ion,
discusses what he has termed ',The propaganOa-T-ttTitofi.r-Te
states :

"But  a re  these reasons  o f  cour tesy  and ph i ian thropy
suf f i c ien t  fo r  deny ing  Tru th?  I f  h is to ry  i s  go ing  to  bL
sc ien t i f i c ,  i f  the  record  o f  human ac t ion  is  go ing  to  be
set  down w i th  accuracy  and fa i th fu lness  o f  de ta i l  wh ich
wi l l  a l low i ts  use  as  a  measur ing  rod  and gu idepost  fo r
the future of nat ions, there musl be some iet  of  standards
of  e th ics  in  research  and in te rpre ta t ion .u l f ,  on  the  o ther  hand,  we are  go ing  to  use  h is to ry
fo r  p leasure  and amusement ,  fo r  in f la t ing  our  na t iona l  ego,
a n d  g i v i n g  u s  a  f a l s e  b u t  p l e a s u r a b l e  s e n s e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h -
ment ,  then we must  g ive  up  the  idea o f  h is to ry  e i ther  as
a  sc ience or  as  an  ar t  us ing  the  resu l ts  o f  sc ience,  and
admi t  f rank ly  tha t  we are  us ing  a  vers ion  o f  h is to r ic  fac t
in  o rder  to  in f luence and educate  the  new genera t ion  a long
t h e  w a y  w e  w i s h . "  ( p .  7 ' | 4 )

As we have cons' istent ly stressed throughout this course of
s tudy  tha t  i t  i s  the  SCIENCE 0F SOCIETY (a  se t  o f  sys te rna t ica l l y
co ' l lec ted  ind ica tors  o f  what  i s  happen ing- - fac ts ,  and the  OBJEC-
TIVE re la t ionsh ip  be tween these fac ts )  tna t  we must  s t rugg le  to
s tudy  to  learn  and to  teach.  DuBois  goes  on  to  make exp i i c i t
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the  pr inc ipa l  task  we face  as  B lack  s tudents ,  teachers ,  and
i ntel  I  ectua' l  s :

" In the f i rst  place, somebody in each era must make
clear the facts with utter disregard to his own wish and
desire and bel ief .  What we have got to know, so far as
poss ib le ,  a re  the  th ings  tha t  ac tua l l y  happened in  the
world. Then with that much clearer and open to every
reader,  the phi losopher and prophet has a chance to in-
te rpre t  these fac ts ;  bu t  the  h is to r ian  has  no  r igh t ,
pos ing  as  a  sc ien t ' i s t ,  to  concea l  o r  d is to r t  fac ts ;  and
unt i l  we can dist inguish between these two funct ions of
the chronicler of  human act ion, v le are going to render
i t  easy for a muddled world out of  sheer tgnorance to nake
the sane mistake ten t i rnes over."  (p,  723)

The histor ical  record of Black people in the US and around the
world is already too much character ized by wishes, des' i res, and
be l ie fs - -and no t  enough by  sc ien t i f i c  s tudy .

The Black l iberat ion struggle has been "rnuddled" by this
fai lure and every day cont inues to becorne nore muddled. Our
task is scient i f ic study of our hr 'story to clar i fy the ques-
t ' ions  fac ing  our  s t rugg le .

But the fact remains that al ' l  phenomena--whether i t  is
in the economic (mater ial  )  base of society or r 'n the soctal
supers t ruc tu re  i s  d ia lec t i ca l  in  charac ter ;  tha t  i s ,  i t  con-
s is ts  o f  con t rad ic t ions ,  oppos ' ing  aspec ts  w i th  each aspec t
cont inuous ' l y  s t rugg l ing  to  dominate  the  o ther .  Such is  the
case w i th  h is to ry .  D i f fe ren t  and oppos ing  v iews emerge on
every  aspec t  o f  our  h is to r ica l  exper ience,  each v iew w i th  i t s
se t  o f  " fac ts " .  To  these d i f fe rences  we shou ld  pay  s t r i c t
a t ten t ion ,  us ing  sc ien t i f i c  inves t iga t ion  to  judge the  t ru th
o f  any  par t i cu la r  v iew.  I t .  i s  the  process  o f  uncover ing ,
ana lyz ing ,  and unders tand ing  th ' i s  d ' ia lec t i c - -oppos ing  in te r -
pretat ions on var ious aspects of the important experiences of
B lack  peop le- - tha t  we a im to  engage in .

METHODOLOGY

The general rnethodology is the same as outl ined in Part I.
t {here three topics are assigned below assignments should be made
so that everyone can benef i t  f rom reading papers or hearing pre-
sentat ions on al  I  three topi  cs .  A] 

' l  
books shou]d be read i  n ful  l

and a precise t imetab' le for reading assignments and paper com-
p le t ion  shou ld  be  worked ou t  and adhered to .
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WRIT ING A  RESEARCH PAPER

I .  SURVEYING THE L ITERATURE:
THE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

This part  of  INTRODUCTION T0 AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES wi l l
cont inue to pursue two very important goals:  increasing our
ab i f i t y  (1 )  to  ana lyze  the  B lack  exper ience in  the  US more
c r i t i c a l ] y ;  a n d  ( 2 )  t o  c o n v e y  t h i s  a n a ] y s i s  i n  c l e a r  a n d  c o n -
cise wri t ten forrn. The requirernent for this part  wi l l  be four
research papers based on intensive treatment of four topics:
Reconst ruc t ion ,  Rura l -Urban L i fe ,  Soc ia l  C lass ,  and BIack
Autobi ography.

An important f i rst  step in any ser ious research effort  ts
surveying the avai lable and most appropriate references about
the  top ic  on  wh ich  you w i l ' l  wr i te .  The most  e f fec t i ve  method
of  summing up  the  resu ' l t s  o f  th is  p re l im inary  inves t iga t ion  is
the  annota ted  b ib l iography .  Th is  i s  a  

' l i s t ing  
o f  books ,  a r t ' i -

c lesff iu can use in the formu' lat ion of
your ideas on the topic,  f rom which you can gather background
mater ia l ,  and wh ich  you might  use  fo r  quotes  and o ther  sub-
stant iat ion of the information you present in the paper.
Webster 's d ' ict ionary def ines "annotate" as "to make or fur-
nish cr i t ica' l  or exp' lanatory notes or comments," so for each
reference you shou' ld wri te a three or four sentence descrip-
t ion  o f  the  conten t ,  con t r ibu t ion ,  and s ign i f i cance o f  each
book,  a r t i c ' le ,  e tc .  i ' l h i ' l e  research  fo r  a  Ph.D.  d isser ta t ion
or a book may include hundreds of annotated references, 

'10- '15

references for each of the four topics should be selected,
and an annotated bibf iography prepared very early in the re-
search  fo r  tha t  top ic .

There  are  th ree  read i l y  ava i lab le  sources  o f  t i t les  fo r
the  books ,  a r t ' i c les ,  e tc . ,  to  be  inc luded in  your  annota ted
b ib l  iography .

1 .  Your  persona l  l ib ra ry - -The f i rs t  p lace  you shou ld
a lways  tu rn  to  fo r  in fo rmat ion  is  your  own persona l  co l ' lec t ion
of  books- -someth ing  tha t  we shou ld  a l1  s t rugg le  to  bu ' i ld  up .
Check books from previous courses or read' ings which m' ight
poss ib ' l y  con ta in  in fo rmat ion  on  the  top ic  you are  inves t iga t -
ing .  Check  to  see i f  there  is  a  b ib l iography  or  foo tno tes
which  l i s t  t i t les  you may be  ab le  to  fo l low up on .

2 .  Loca l  Books tore- -F ind  one tha t  ' i s  we l l -s tocked and
makes ava i lab le  the  most  re levant  in fo rmat ion  on  key  aspec ts



of B' lack history and the Black l iberation struggle, as well as
struggles al l  over the wor' ld. Visit  the store and survey the
co'l'lection. Make careful notes of books which may be usefu'l
to you. Salespersons are often knowledgable on everything in
the store and can help you in locating nnteria' ls on specif ic
topi cs .

3 .  Univers i ty  and Publ ic  L ibrar ies--

A. The Card Cata]ogug contains a l ist ing of books
by author, by-Ti-tTilanlJfTffiect. The subject -ategory is
a usefu' l  too]; look up t i t les such as "Reconstruction" but
a ' lso look under  "Negroes,  U.S. , "  e tc .  In  addi t ion,  the card
catalogue wil l  give you the call  number and location of t i t les
that you have listed from other sources.

B. Special Collections: Sone l ibraries have a
Negro Co1 1ectT6fr-ir-oTfiEiTlEffi-1 col lection on Black people
throughout the world. There should be a card catalogue which,
should help in  locat r 'ng speci f ic  t i t les.  The hold ings of  the -
special coi lection are-veiy valuable (as is the entire l ibrary)
so be careful not to remove materials that you have not
charged out.

C. The Reference Desk is a source of qeneral refer-
ence as s i stanG-anifil6-urcffiF several bi b 1 i ogiaph i es and
other guides which may help you in locating specif ic t i t les
on your topic. You may want to consult the fol lowing for re-
ferences on your topic:

1. John Dav'is, The American Negro Reference Book,
(Pre nt i ce HaTi, I 96-6-) .

2 .  E l izabeth Mi ] ]er .  The Neqro in  Amer ica:  A Bib-
1 i osraphy, (Harvirill9-76[

3. Hamy A. Ptoski, Afro-USA: A Reference Work
on the Black ExpeFienceJBAfieth-er, lmf.

4. Dorothy Porter, The Negro in the US, (Xerox
Publ  ic l t ions, '196 '9T.

5. Catalogue Holdings of l ibraries at Howard
Univers i ty ,  F isk Univers i ty ,  At lanta Univer-
sity and the Schomburg Co'l lection.

D, Periodicals--Journals, magazines, and newspapers.
(especial ly back issues as well as current ones) shou'ld be in-



c luded fo r  each top ic .  The fo l low ing  shou ld  be  consu l ted  in
the Reference Room:

Reader 's  Gu ide  to  Per iod ica ' l  L i te ra tu re
m5]-iETtfi' irs Tn toimaT-i on seFVJ ce-
NEw-T-or[-Ti nns Tndex.

Government publ icat ions shou' ld also be searched as useful
sources for information about Black people and some should
be inc luded in  the  b ib1 iography .  The fo l low ing  may be  usefu l :

l .  Month ' l y  Cata logue o f  U.S.  Government  Pub l ica-
t ions

2.  Index  to  Pub ' l i ca t ions  o f  the  U.S.  Congress
3.  Congress iona l  Quar te r ly  (CQ) .

2.  INVESTIGATION,  ANALYSIS,  PRESENTATION:
THE RESEARCH PAPER

_ -_Jl,e fglgqlgh papgf you wil l do in this part of INTRODUCTI0N
T0 AFR0-AMERICAN STUDIES will enable you to bnalyze the nater.tals
on the  B lack  exper ience to  be  covered in  d iscuss ions ,  ass igned
readings, and supp' lementary readings, and to present a synthesis
o f  th is  mater ia l  in  a  c lear ly  wr i t ten  paper .  The four  top ics
a r e  ( l )  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  ( 2 )  R u r a l - U r b a n  L i f e ;  ( 3 )  S o c i a l  b ' l a s s ;
and (4 )  B lack  Autob iography .  In  add i t ion  to  comp' le t ing  the
paper,  students are expected to present a completed annotated
b ib l iography  prepared accord ing  to  the  gu ' ide l ines  above dur ing
the f i rst  stage of work on each of the four topics.

For each topic there are three quest ions from which to choose
the  top ic  o f  your  paper .  In  a ' l l  cases ,  there  are  two s ides  to  a l l
o f  the  ques t ions ,  usua ' l l y  p resented  in  the  books  tha t  we are  read ing .
Pay careful  at tent ion to understand' ing the opposing views, evaluate
the evidence which supports each argument and your evaluat ion of
the  ev idence in  your  papgr .  A11 papers  a re  requ i red  ( inc lud ing  the
annota ted  b ib l ' i ograph ies) .  A l l  papers  must  be  tu rned in  on  t ime or
expect to 

' lose 
credit  for spec' i f ied periods of lateness.

STYLE

I .  A l I  p a p e r s  s h o u l d  b e  l 0 - 1 5  p a g e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  e x c ' l u d i n g

l .
2 .
3 .



2 .

t i t le page, footnotes, and bibl iography (typed, double-
spaced) .

Footnotes and bibl iography are important. You must cite
outside references consulted in support ing your argu-
ments, and you wil l  probab'ly choose to quote the words of
other authors to make your point as c' learly as possib' le
(but only when footnotes and quotes add to the paper's
presentati on ) . A1 'l footnotes shou'ld be comp'i I ed on a
single page at the end of the paper's text. (Refer to
Turabian, A Manua'l  for Writers of Term Papers, Theses,
and Di ssertations, l-973T.

;rr -t .*t.  nri t ten as effectively as yours wil l  be
written, and are as important as they are in clarifying
the important questions that have faced and are facing
Black people, deserve to be presented in the best possible
F0RM. Carefu' l ly re-read your paper (several t imes) check-
ing for  typ ing errors ,  mis-spe11ings,  and punctuat ion.
Correct al l  errors neatly with a black ball  point pen.

3 .

GRADES

1. 60% for four research papers (with bibl iography).

2. 15% for midtenn exam.

3. 25% for final exam.

WORK HARD!

FURTHER THE ANALYSIS!

5'l



=

I .  O N  T H E  R E C O N S T R U C T I O N  E R A  A N D  T H E
S T R U G G L E  F O R  D E M O C R A C Y .  I 8 6 0 . I  8 8 0 .

REQUIRED READING

hl .E .B.  DuBois ,  B lqck  Reconst ruc t ion  in  Amer ica ,
I 860- I 880, (t'tew-Toik-,-TthenelmlJ9SS

DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC: RECONSTRUCTTON

In th is  survey  o f  the  "h is to ry  o f  the  par t  wh ich  B lack
folk played in the attempt to reconstruct democracy in Ameri-
ca , "  l , ' l .E .B .  DuBois  p resents  a  de ta i ' led  c lass  ana lys is  o f  the
causes of the Civi l  l ' lar  and of the crucial  role played by
B ' lack  labor  in  the  ou tcome o f  tha t  s t rugg le .  The soc ia l
forces leading to the cont inued subjugat ion of Black people
in  Amer ica  a f te r  the  abo l i t ion  o f  s lavery  and the  unsuccess-
ful  at tempt to establ ish genuine po' l i t ical  denocracy in the
South  dur ing  the  Reconst ruc t ion  Era  are  a lso  de ta i led .

Whi le  pay ing  care fu l  a t ten t ion  to  the  na t ' iona l  ( rac ia l )
oppression of B' lack peop' le,  B' lack Reconstruct ion portrays
the vested interests of several  ident i f - iabTe cTasses. The
ru l ing  c ' lasses  be fore  the  war  were  the  merchant ,  bank ing ,  and
deve ' lop ing  indus t r ia l  cap i ta ' l i s ts  o f  the  Nor th ,  and the
Southern  s lave-ho ld ing  p lan ter  c ' lass .  The oppressed c lasses
were the industr ial  workers and the independent smal ' l  farmers
o f  the  Nor th  and West ,  and the  poor  wh i tes  and B lack  agr i -
cu l tu ra l  workers  ( f i rs t  s ' laves ,  then as  f reedmen)  tn  the
South. The increased demand for cotton caused by the expan-
s ion  o f  Br i t i sh  indus t r ia l  cap i ta l i sm increased the  demand
for  co t ton-growing  land in  the  U.S. ,  and fo r  B lack  labor  to
grow tha t  co t ton .  Th is  was the  bas is  o f  the  pr inc ' ipa l  con-
tradict ion between the Southern planter c ' lass anC the other
c ' lasses ,  ma in ly  the  Nor thern  cap i ta l i s ts ,  wh ich  d id  no t  want
slavery to expand.

As DuBois puts i t ,  "abo' l i t ion-democracy based on freedom,
in te l l igence and power  fo r  a ' l l  men"  conf ron ted  a  push o f  " in -
dustry for pr ivate prof i t  directed by an autocracy determined
at any pr ice to amass wealth and power." Moreover DuBois goes
on to accurately portray how the "abo' l i t ion-democracy" coal ' i -
t ion  was temporary ,  las t ing  on ' l y  un t i ' l  the  dominant  indus t r ia l
c lass  de fea ted  the  South ,  expanded indus t r ia l  p roduc t ion ,
opened up the West for growing i ts food, and proceeded ful l
speed with the monopo' l izat ion of product ion and the concentra-
t ion  o f  wea l th .  I t  was  prec ise ly  th is  same conso l ida t ion  o f
the ru' l  i  ng Northern cap' i ta ' l  i  st  c l  ass that DuBoi s ci  tes not
on ly  as  the  bas is  o f  the  exp lo ' i ta t ion  o f  wh i te  worker ,  bu t  as



the major force in the deliberate dismantl ing of the democrat-
ic gains made during Reconstruction and the betrayal of
Black people. In 1877 federa' l  troops were withdrawn from
the South (and used almost immediatbly to suppress rebel ' l ions
by rai lroad workers) when the Northern capit l i ists were
assured that their contro'l over the national economy and the
U.S.  s tate had been consol ' idated.

A major goal of Black Reconstruction is to assess the
activities of Black legi-slaToitln-Ehe various states of the
South. Posit ive achievements l ike the establishment of the
f i rs t  publ ic-suppor ted educat ional  system in South Caro l ina
are noted. The propaganda of racist bourgeo.is historians re-
garding the low character and backwardness of the B' lack elec-
torate and their e' lected representatives is disputed by DuBois
us ing pat ient ly  accumulated ev idence.  In  addi t ion,  DuBois
demonstrates that_giving poli t ical emancipation to Black peo-
p1e was incidental to the economic designi of the dominant
cap ' i ta1 i  s t  c l  ass.

. Chapters one through seven provide the basic class analy-
s is  of  the per iod,  essent ia l  for  understand ' ing the causes,
conduct, and outcome of the Civi l  War. The att i tudes of each
class toward the struggle receives extensive treatment. The
next two chapters dwell on the po' l i t ics of the immediate post-
war period, and show how the class interests and national
chauvinism of President Andrew Johnson and the forces he repre-
sented obstructed al l  attempts to estab' l ish an agrarian demo-
cracy based on land reform in the South. Next, DuBois deals
with the achievements and shortcomings of the Reconstruction
governments in three states with Black majorit ies. Land mono-
poly ,  impor ted capi ta l ,  f raud,  and phys ica l  repress ion were
factors that prevented a successful exercise of the recently
acqui red pol i t ica l  power.  In  the last  chapters,  DuBois shows
how Black labor was returned to a state of peonage by the
combined efforts of Northern capital and the majority of white
workers who had not yet come to see that their freed-om from
explo i ta t ion was inseparably  ' l inked 

to  the f reedom of  B lack
peopl e.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND RESEARCH

l.  Were the economic factors,  i .e . ,  the product ion re ' la-
t ions (c lasses)  and product ion forces ( technolo ly ,  indust r ia ' l
]gy" l ,  e tc . )  a t  work in  the Uni ted States over  ihe per iod
1854 to 1876 the crucial factors inf luencing the coirrse of
events during Reconstruction, or were the att i tudes of the
"great  men" (e.9. ,  L inco ' ln  and Johnson,  Sumner and Stevens)
the determining factors?



2.  D id  rac ism and ru l ing  c lass  in te res ts  in te r fe re  w i th
the estabj ishment of a genuine proletar ian democracy in the
United States over the period lB54 to 1876, or was i t  s imply
the backwardness and innate infer ior i ty of the newly freed men
and women that accounted for the fai ' lure of Black people to
a c h i e v e  f u l l  l i b e r a t i o n ?

3. "What are American chi ldren taught today about Recon-
s t ruc t ion? They  wou ld  in  a l l  p robab i l i t y  comple te  the i r
educat ion without any idea of the part  which the Black race has
p layed in  Amer ica ;  o f  the  t remendous mora l  p rob lem o f  abo l i t ion ;
of the cause and meaning of the Civi l  l , ' lar  and the relat ion which
Reconstruct ion has to democrat ic government and the labor move-
ment today. Herein l ies more than mere omission and di f ference
of emphas' is.  The treatment of Reconstruct ion ref lects smal l
c red i t  upon Amer ican h is to r ians  as  sc ien t ' i s ts . "  D iscuss  how
the two schoo ls  o f  h is to ry - -sc ien t i f i c  and unsc ien t i f i c - -d is -
cussed the  ro le  o f  B lack  peop le  in  the  Reconst ruc t ion  govern-
ments; and whose interests these two interpretat ions served.

SUPFLEMENTARY R EAD I NGS
'1. 

James Al len, Reconstruct ion: The Batt le for Democracy,' t865-1876, (193T. 
-

2 .

3 .

4 .

Lerone Bennett,
Reconstruct ion,

B l a c k  P o w e r ,  U . S . A . :
T667--1WT:(t167T.

Dud ' ley  T .  Corn ish ,  The S:b le .Arm:  Negro  Troops  in  the
U n i o n  A r m y ,  l 8 6 ' l - 1 8 6 5 ,  ( ' 1 9 5 6 ) .

John Hope
( re61) .

B e n j a m i n  Q u a r l e s ,  T h e  N e g r o  i n  T h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  ( 1 9 5 3 ) .

Kar l  Marx  and Freder ick  Enqe ls .  The C iv i l  War  in  The
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  ( t S S Z 1

! ' l i l l i e  Lee Rose,  Rehearsa lf o r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  ( . | 9 6 4 ) .

A l ru theus  A.  Tay lo r ,  The Negro  in  Tennessee,  l865- ]880,
( le4 t  ) .

The HumanS i d e  o f

Frank l in ,  Reconst ruc t ion  Af te r  the Civ i ' l  War ,

5 .

6 .

7 .

B .

9 .

10 .

A]' len hl .  Tre' lease, White Temor: The Ku
Conspirac.v and SouthErn R6i6istruct ion,

V e r n o n  L a n e  W h a r t o n ,  T h e  N e g r o  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,
1 8 6 5 - 1 8 9 0 ,  ( 1 9 4 7 ) .

K' lux Kl an--
(197T).
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2 .  O N  T H E  C H A N G I N G  S O C I A L  F O R M S  O F  T H E
B L A C K  E X P E R I E N C E  -  F R O M  R U R A L  T O
U R B A N  L I F E .

REQUIRED READINGS

St .  C la i r  Drake and Horace Cayton ,  B lack  Met ropo l is :
A Study of Negro Li fe in a Northern-Gty, lnarcourt
e-raceJ945):

Char les  S .  Johnson,  Shadow o f  the  P lan ta t ' ion ,  (Un iver -
sity of Chicago PresslT9-gq[

DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC: RURAL - URBAN LIFE

In  1890,  a  quar te r  o f  a  century  a f te r  the  end o f  the  C iv i l
War ,  four  ou t  o f  every  f i ve  B lack  peop le  s t i l l  l i ved  in  ru ra ' l
a reas  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  Ten years  la te r  in  1900,  n ihe  ou t
o f  every  ten  were  in  the  South .  And be tween 1890 and 1910,
th ree  ou t  o f  every  f i ve  B lack  men worked in  agr icu l tu re .  By
cont ras t ,  in  1950 a lmost  th ree  o f  every  ten  B lack  peop le  (28 .2%)
l i ved  in  the  Nor th .  Between l9 l0  and 1940,  the  propor t ion  o f
the  B ' lack  popu la t ion  res ident  in  u rban areas  o f  the  U.S.  in -
c reased f ron  22 .7% to  48 .2%.  In  1950,  on ly  40  % o f  the  B lack
popu la t ion ' l i ved  on  fa rms and the  number  o i  ac res  opera ted  de-
c l ined  37% to  25 .7  n i l l i on  acres .  Moreover ,  in  l95b  the  Un i ted
Sta tes  Census  Bureau repor ted  tha t  fo r  the  "non-wh i te"  Dopu-
la t ion- -95% of  wh ich  was B lack- -on1y  

. |8 .4% 
were  employed as

farm workers ,  w i th  38% as  "b lue  co l la r  workers"  (ma in ly  indus-
t r ia l )  and 34% as  "serv ' i ce  workers . "  Th is  t rans format ion  o f
the  soc ia l  fo rm o f  the  B lack  communi ty - - f rom a  predominant ly
agr icu l tu ra l  labor ing  c lass  in  the  ru ra l  South  to  an  in tegra ' l
sec tor  o f  the  indus t r ia l  p ro le ta r ia t  more  concent ra ted  in  the
urban Nor th - - i s  one o f  the  most  s ign i f i can t  soc ia l  t rans for -
mat ions  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .

Char les  S .  ,Johnson 's  Shadow o f  the  P lan ta t ion  is  a  s tudv
of  one impor tan taspec to f  

-TE- is t ransT-on i ra t r -on : :Th-econd i t io -ns

o f  l i fe  among B lack  tenant  fa rmers  in  ru ra l  Macon County ,  A la -
bama (near  Tuskegee)  in  the  

. |930 's .  
As  a  s tudy  wh ich  sbeks

" to  por t ray  rea l i s t i ca i l y  the  l i fe  o f  a  ru ra l  Negro  communi ty
u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  p l a n t a t i o n  e c o n o m y , "  i t  i s  a  c l a s s i c .
I t  i s  based on  ex tens ive  in te rv iews w i th  6 . |2  fami l ies ,  about
10% of  Macon County 's  popu la t ion .

The book  is  compr ised o f  two major  sec t ions .  The f i rs t
sec t ion  is  devoted  to  the  h ' i s to r ica l  background and deve lopment
o f  the  p lan ta t ion .  I t  p laces  the  l i fe  o f  the  B lack  fami l ies
s tud ied  in  the  contes t  o f  the  B lack  Be l t  South  and in  the
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broader Macon County corrnunity. Johnson then details the in-
ternal structure and dynamics of the connunity, providing em-
pir ical data to demonstrate i ts historica1 evolution and
stabil i ty. Included are observations on survivals, patterns
of l i fe, socia' l  codes and att i tudes shaped in the economy of
slavery, as we1l as memories of slavery and farming methods
remaining from that previous period. The second section
focuses on the comron economic l i fe and such insti tut ions as
the fami ly ,  school ,  re l ig ion,  the church,  recreat ion,  and
hea'l th care, a' l l  important aspects of the general socio-cultural
pattern. Throughout the entire work we are ab' le not only to
understand the dominant historical forces that maintain the
status quo, but also to grasp the forces causing change.

The vast majority of Black people during the early f gOts
were concentrated in precisely the type of rural B' lack Be'l t
communi ty  that  Johnson studies--51.2% of  the U.S.  Black popu-' la t ion 

was found in  the Black Be' l t  in  1900.  Because ot  Lh is ,
Shadow of the P' lantg!!on provides essential information for
a scientitT-sTmy-oFTe'precise character of the Black ex-
perience during this period.

Many Black people who left the rural farms of the South
migrated to Northern cit ies undergoing rapid changes due to
the forces of  indust r ia ' l izat ion and urbanizat ion.  B lack Metrop-
o' l is is a two-volume study of one such city--Chicagol-The
study discusses Chicago from its sett lernent by a Black trades-
man in 1790 to the early years of Wor' ld War II .  I t  is based
on extensive interviews and f irst-hand part ' icipant-observations
conducted by a team.of investigators employed by the Work Project
Administration (I,JPA), a government job program during the Great
Depres s'i on .

The major port ion of the two volunes is a study of Black
Chicago. Part I  situates the B' lack corununity--swollen by the
mass migrations of the Wor' ld l ,Jars in the context of Chicago,
which was experiencing the same forces of social change on a
broader sca' le. Part I I  is comprised of case studies of the
various social forces and mechanisms which kept BIack people
segregated and subordinated in the economic, poli t ical, and
social 

' l i fe 
of Chicago--and pinpoints the forces which were

causing " r i f ts  in  the co lor1 ine"  in  a l l  three of  those arenas.
Volume I I  is  an in-depth invest igat ion of  "Bronzevi ' l ' |e , "  the
B'lack corrnunity of Chicago. Four chapters are devoted to key
Black inst i tu t ions:  the newspaper ,  church,  bus inesses,  and



" p o 1 i c y "  ( i . e . ,  t h e  n u m b e r s ) .  C h a p t e r s  l 8 - 2 3  a r e  p r i m a r i ' l y
concerned w i th  revea ' l ing  the  in te rna l  dynamics  o f  the  BIack
communi ty ,  w i th  the  concept  o f  "soc ia l  c lasses"  p lay ing  a
p ivo ta l  ro le  in  the  in te rpre ta t ion .  "0 f  Th ings  To Come"  is
a project ion of the future trends based on the wealth of data
presented, and a 196' l  update has been added.

B lack  Met ropo l is  p rov ides  an  a l l -s ided and in -depth  look
at  the  f i rs tp [ tG-o f  the  h is to r ica l  exper ience tha t  i s  s t i l l
the  "moda l "  ( the  most  impor tan t  and w idespread)  exper ience fo r
B l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U . S .  t o d a y - - l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g ' i n  t h e  c i t y .
Thus ,  i t  w i l l  he lp  us  to  unders tand the  h is to r ica l  deve lopment
of many of the quest ions and issues that are assuming more and
more  impor tance dur ing  the  1970 's - - the  e f fec t  o f  the  Depress ion ,
inc reas ing  s t rugg les  aga ins t  unemployment ,  in f ' la t ion  and o ther
soc ia l  p rob lems,  and the  deve ' lopment  o f  rad ica l  po ' l i t ' i ca ' l  and
soc ia l  thought  and programs fo r  rad ica l  soc ia ' l  change and a
new soc ia l  o rder .

Both Shadow of the Plantat ion and. Black Metropol is are
excellent exffies ofThe concreTe conalTlons-ofifiEiF-
respec t ive  h is to r ica l  per iods .  In  add i t ion ,  bo th  books
seek  to  p lace  the  cond i t ions  o f  B lack  peop le  " in  the  broad
f ramework  o f  man 's  exDer ience in  the  wor ld . "  Johnson no tes
the  "cont ro l  [o f ]  la rge  areas  a l ready  in  the  possess ion  o f
banks  and ' insurance compan ies  in  sa t is fac t ion  o f  mor tgage
defau l ts , "  and the  inc reas ing  pressure  o f  exp lo i ta t ion  and
oppress ion  on  the  tenant  fa rmers .  He conc ludes  by  ca l l ing
for  "comprehens ive  p lann ing  the  comple te  reorgan ' i za-
t ' ion  o f  agr icu ' l tu re  in  respec t  to  bo th  p roduc t ' ion  and d is -
t r ibu t ion . "  Drake and Cayton ,  in  a  la te r  per iod ,  no te  tha t
the  prospec t  o f  B lack  peop le  " f i ' l 1 ing  the  ro le  o f  wh ipp ing
boy for an emerging American fascism depends not so
much upon Ch icago as  upon the  poss ' ib i l i t y  o f  Amer ica  ach iev-
ing  fu l1  employment  in  the  pos t -war  wor ld  and on  thc  deve lop-
ment of a world program for emanc' ipat ing the Common Man."

T h u s o  w e  h a v e ' i n  t h e s e  t w o  b o o k s  n o t  j u s t  c l a s s i c s  i n
methodo logy  and empi r i ca1  da ta ,  bu t  a lso  the  k ' ind  o f  b road
s o c i a l  v i s i o n  o f  B l a c k  l i b e r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f
the sci  ent i  f  i  c t rad' i t i  on of Bl  ack i  nte' l  I  ectual work. I t  i  s
th is  same cha l leng ing  v ' i s ion  o f  the  new wor ld  tha t  we must
he lp  to  bu i ' ld  tha t  shou ld  insp ' i re  our  s tudy  and s t rugg le  dur -
ing  the  present  per iod .

F.7
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C. Questions for Discussion and Research:

l. The social character of a connunity is based on the
class structure of i ts inhabitants and its racial composit ion.
Using the categories of race and class, compare the social
character  o f  Macon County in '1930 and Chicago in  the '1940's .
Include in your discussion the causes and social consequences
of the second great migration of B'lack people from the rural
South to the urban North.

2. In what ways does the socia'l character of rural Macon
County (as discussed in Shadow of the Plantatlon) compare to
the area you live in nowls iEwasTn Ttre TIilOtt Discuss simi-
lari t ies and differences.

3. Discuss the concluding essay in Black Metropolis en-
titled "0f Things to Come." Compare its pi-ojectT6fr-fitfi-the
196'l  and 1969 appendices. Considering recent statist ical data
on the current situation in the l i fe and struggles of the urban
Black workers, what is the usefulness of Black Metropolis in
understandingthesecondi t ions,andhencelh ' -angTnj t -hemI

SUPPLEMENTAR Y READINGS

l .

RURAL

l,|a]ter F. l,lhite, Rope and Faggot: A Biography of ,ludge
Lynch,  (1929,  on lynching) .

Harry Hayrvood, Negro Liberation, (1948).

Charles S. Johnson, Growing l lp in the Black Belt: Negro
Youth in the nural-Soilth-lf]9[]T. 

-

Charles S. Johnson, Edwin R. Embree and ldi l ' l  Alexander,
The Co]lapse of Cotton Tenancy, (tSeS1.

Howard Kester, Revolt Among the Sharecroppers, (1936).

Hyl an Lewi s , B'l ackways of Kent , ( 1 955 ) .

Hortense Powdermaker, After Freedom: A Cultura'l Study
in the Deep South, ('1939T.

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

58



8 . Arthur F. Raper, Preface to Peasantry: A Iqle of IUq
Black sett cbuntieuTt36-J

Morton Rubin,  P ' lantat ion County,  (195]) .

Car ter  G.  Woodson,  The Rura l  Negro,  ( tgSO).

URBAN

John Bracey ,  , l [ . ,  e t .  a l .  n  €d . ,  The R ise  o f  the  Ghet to ,
(1 e71 )

Chicago Conrnission on Race Relations, The Negro in Chicago:
A Study of Race Relations and a Race nTffi,-TiFZ2T.

John Henry Clarke, Harlem: A Comrnunita in Transit ion,
(1e6e)

Kenneth C'lark, Dar[ Ghetto: Dilemmas of Social Power,
( re65)

l ^ l .E.B.  DuBois,  The Phi ' ladelphia Negro,  ( '1899) .

Hol ' l is R. Lynch, lhe 814k Uqba4 Condil!9-!. ,  '1866-197] 
,

( 1s73 )

Constance Mclaughlin Green, IXe Sec!|et 9ity: A History
of Race Relatiois in The tt i t lon's t-apitaTJt-%Zl. 

-

Gi'lbert 0sofsky, Ha|em: l|e Uelilg of_ a Ghetto, Negro
New York, tego-igm';ng66T. 

- -

A l len H.  Spear ,  B lack Chicago:  The Makinq of  a  Negro
Ghe t to , ' 1890 - ' 1920 ,  (1967) .

10. Robert Weaver, The Negro Ghetto, (1948).

9 .

1 0 .

l .

2 .

J .

4 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

5 .

6 .
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3. ON THE CLASS STRUCTURE OF BLACK PEOPLE
- PROLETARIAT,  PETTY BOURGEOISIE,  AND
BOURGEOISIE.

REQUIRED READINGS

Abram L. Harris and Sterlins D. Spero, The Black blorker:
The Negro gry! the Labor Movement,-(1931T.

E. Franklin Frazier, Black Bourseoisie, The Rise of a New
Middle class i1 the unftAI @(|_967T.

DESGRIPTI@N OF TOPIC: SOCIAL CLASS

The social structure of a society, and all of its con-
stituent peoples and corununities, is "a'lwaya fundarnentally
based on its social classes. This is true for the United
States as for all societies that have ever existed, although
the specific clais character of each society is based on the
part icular historical condit ions of that society. The his-
tory of Black people in the US can therefore be understood
best if the historical developnent of classes in the US
(part icularly of Black people) is thi basis on which it  is
done. So this area of study is a basic framework for the
entlre fie'ld of Afro-American Studies.

The Blac& Up!:G!l is "an effort to set forth descrip-
tively anil-anatlffidTty the results of a study of the Aireri-
can labor movenBnt ln one of its most lmpo_rtant aspects, - . -
namely, ths-relation of the domlnaht sCcli6n of the working
class to the segregated, circumscribed, and restricted
Neqro minoritv." Black Bourqeoisie set out "to make a
soii o 1 og i ca I ina I yET-0tffiEEfi a-vi or, the atti tudes, and
values of the "blaek bourgeoisle . .  ." Together, these
two books sum up the origin of the existing classes that
underglrd the soclal structure of Afro-Anerican people.

Spero and Harrts, in the Black ilorker, focus on 4 basic
factorS: (l ) "the persistence ofTh"e-Negro's slave heritage,"
(2) "the exclusive craft structure of the leading labor
organizations," (3) "the change in the Negroe's fundanental
relation to industry resulting from the recent migrations and
the abioiptlon into the mills:and factories of a substantial
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'r-

part  of  the reserve of b ' lack labor,"  and (4) " the r ise of a
Negro m' idd1e class and the consequent spread of middle c ' lass
ideals throughout the Negro community."  As the study was
completed in the middle of the Great Depression, this approach
has the added importance of showing how the cr is is facing
B' lack workers is connected to the cr is is facing the ent ire
soci ety.

Th is  s tudy  is  o rgan ' i zed  in  5  sec t ' ions ,  tha t  inc lude 2 l
chapters. The f i rst  sect ion sums up "the heri tage of s lavery"
in  two chapters .  The main  cont r ibu t ion  o f  the  s tudy  is  in
the  nex t  four  sec t ions .  Th is  dea ls  w i th  the  pro le ta r ian iza-
t ion  o f  the  B lack  masses  and the i r  re la t ionsh ip  to  wh i te
workers ,  t rade un ions ,  and the  B lack  midd le  c ' lass .  Th is  vo lume
shou ld  be  read in  th ree  s tages :  ( l )  Sec t ions  I  and 2  (7  chapters ) ,
(2 )  Sec t ion  3  (6  chapters ) ;  (3 )  Sec t ions  4  and 5  (8  chapters ) .

Frazier begins his study of The B' lack Bourgeois ' ie by trac-
ing  the  h is to r ica l  re la t ionsh ip  o f  A f ro -Amer icans  to  the  deve lop-
m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  e . 9 . ,  t h e  T r i a n g u l a r  A t l a n t i c  S l a v e  T r a d e ,
p lan ta t ion .sys tem o f  agr icu l tu re ,  and war - t ime indus t r ia ' l i za t ion .
The s ign ' i f i can t  h is to r ica l  deve lopment  o f  th is  ana ' l ys is  i s  tha t
" the  re la t i ve  s ize  o f  the  b lack  bourgeo is ie  in  the  Negro  popu ' la -
t ion  has  inc reased dur ing  the  pas t  decade (1940 's )  la rge ly  be-
cause the proport ' ion of Negro workers in cler ical  and kindred
occupat ions has more than doubled and the proport ion of female
cler ica' l  workers quadrup' led since 

. |940. 
"

The book is in two sect ions: The !{or ld of Real i ty and The
t lo r ld  o f  Make Be l ieve .  "  .  .  .  the  f i rs t  be ing  the  rea l  o r
ob jec t ive ly  ex is t ing  economic  cond i t ion  and soc ia l  s ta tus  o f
the  'b lack  bourgeo is ie '  in  the  Un ' i ted  Sta tes ,  and the  second
be ing  the  s tandards  o f  behav io r  and va lues  o f  the  iso la ted  soc ia l
world of th ' is segment of the Negro popu' lat ion, which has come
in to  ex is tence as  a  consequence o f  rac ia l  d isc r im ina t ion  and
rac ia l  segregat ' ion . "  Th is  book  can be  read in  two s tages .

These two books cover the main classes of the Afro-American
people. I t  does not cover farmers, d ' isplaced workers (unem-
p loyed,  we1fare  rec ip ien ts ,  e tc . )  and the  " lumpen pro le ta r ia t . "
But  the  same methodo logy  tha t  i s  used ' in  bo th  can be  app ' l ied
to  a l l  c ' lasses .  There fore ,  a ' l though these books  don ' t  cover  a l l
c ' lasses of Black people they have he' lped lead the way in gett ing
the  to ta l  ana lys is  done.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND RESEARCH

1. Harr is and Spero wrote "the obstac' les which econom-
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i c  rad ica ' l i sm had to  overcome in  o rder  to  ga in  some accep-
tance in  Negro  l i fe  were :  (1 )  the  Negro 's  o r thodox  re l ig ious
t rad ' i t ions ;  (2 )  the  growing  preva lence o f  Negro  midd le -c lass
ideo logy ;  and (3 )  rac ia l  an tagon ism between wh i te  and b lack
w o r k e r s . "  ( p .  3 9 8 )  D i s c u s s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t  o f
each o f  the  above th ree  obs tac les ,  and the  ro le  o f  t rade
un ions  and the  B lack  press .

2 .  Compare ,  in  de ta i l ,  the  spec i f i c  a t t i tudes  o f  the
Black  pro le ta r ia t  and the  B lack  bourgeo is ' ie  on  the  ques t ' ion
o f  race  re la t ions .  How does  th is  genera l  a t t i tude  show up
i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  w h i c h  H a r r i s  a n d  S p e r o  d i s c u s s :
"For  th ree  hundred years  the  Negro  has  been kept ' in  a  pos i t ion
o f  soc ia ' l  and  economic  in fe r io r i t y ,  and wh i te  o rgan ized labor ,
dom' ina ted  by  the  he ' i ra rchy  o f  the  sk i l led  c ra f ts ,  has  no  de-
s i re  to  see h im emerge f rom tha t  cond i t ion .  The educatec
leaders  o f  the  Negro  see on ly  the  rac ia l  aspec t  o f  th is  s i t -
u a t i o n .  "

3 .  F raz ie r ,  in  B lack  Bourgeo ' i s ie ,  beg ins  h is  ' inves t i -
ga t ions  o f  " the  wor ld  o f  rea1 i ty , "  by  d iscuss ing  the  h is to r i -
ca ]  roo ts  and economic  bas is  o f  the  B lack  midd le  c lass .  Hamis
and Spero  in  d iscuss ing  the  B lack  pro le ta r ia t  beg in  w i th  the
compet i t ion  be tween B lack  and wh i te ' labor  dur ing  the  s ' lave
reg imes.  The i r  ne thod is  to  unders tand the  economic  (mater ia l )
forces at work in society and then to interpret the social  and
p o f  i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  U s i n g  b o t h  o f  t h e i r  w o r k s ,  d i s c u s s :

A.  the  educat ion  and oo l i t ' i cs  o f  the  B lack  pro-
le ta r ia t  and the  educat ion  and po l i t i cs  o f  thb  g lack
bourgeo i  s i  e ;

B. what mater ial  forces described by the two ref-
e rences  wh ' i ch  wou ' ld  account  fo r  these d i f fe rences .

SUPPLEMENTARY R EAD I NGS

PROLETARIAT

I , I . E . B .  D u B o i s ,  T h e  N e g r o  A r t i s a n ,  ( . I 9 0 2 ) .1 .

2 P h i l l i p  S .  F o n e r ,  O r g a n ' i z e d
t 6 t 9 - 1 9 7 3 ,  ( 1 9 7 4 )

Labor  and the  B]ackWorker ,

The March on
PoTitr-cs for

3 . Herber t  R .  Gar f inke l ,  When Negroes  March :
Washi ngton Movement i n-The OrganilzaTTonal
@,T1-e5e
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ug1lqft Northrop, et.al.,  The Negro in Anerican Industry,
(1e68) .

Ifq L Reid, Negro Menbership in American Labor Unions,
(1 e30 )

Robert C. Weaver, Negro Labor: A Nationa' l  Problem, (1946).

Char les Wesley,  Negro Labor  in  the Uni ted States,  l850-1925,
(1e27)

laymgnd S. Walters, Negroes and the Great Depression: The
P rob I em of Economi c 

-Recove 
ryf,l tO) .

Carter G. Woodson and Lorenzo Green, The Negro Wage Earner,
( tssol

U.S. Department of Labor, Division of Negro Economics,
The Negro at Work Dgl_!g. the World hlar and During Recon-
sTFuction,--(l9nT.-

BOURGEOISIE

t . l .E.B.  DuBois,  "The Ta]ented Tenth,"  in  W.E.B.  DuBois
and Booker T. t lashington, eds., The Negro Problem, (]903)
and The Negro in Business, (1899T. 

-

G.  Frankl in  Edwards,  The Negro Profess ional  Class,  (1959) .

E.  Frank ' l in  Fraz iero "Durham: Capi ta l  o f  the Black Middle
C ]ass , "  i n  A la in  Locke ,  e t . ,  The  New Negro ,  (1925) .

E.  Frankl in  Fraz ier ,  The Free Negro Fami]y ,  ( tg :Z) .

Charles S. Johnson, The Negro Co]' lege Graduate, (1938).

August Meier amd David Lewis, "History of the Negro
Upper  Class in  At lanta,  Gerogia,  lB90- . |958,"  Journal  o f
Negro Educat ion,  (Spr ings,  1959) .

Joseph A.  P ierce,  Negro Business and Business Educat ion,
(1 e4b)
Louis  Robinson,  Jr . ,  The B ' lack Mi l l ionai res ,  (1972) .

t,la'l 'lace Thruman, The Bl acker the Bemy, (1929) .

Carter G. Woodson, The Negro Professional Man and the
Corununity, (1934).

t .

7 .
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AYA (the f irn).
This word also means'l  am not afraid of you"

A symbol of def iance.



2 .

3 .

Malco]m X, 0n Afro-American History, (1967).

By Any Means Necesg{y: Speeches, Interviews, and a*LetffiWcomT;-11emT.

The End of tlhite Wor'ld Supremacy: Four Speeches !a-l'lalcdin 
F ngn.

t l .E.B. DuBoisn "0f Booker T. l , lashington and Others,"
in  Sou]s of  B lack Folk ,  (1903) .

Steohen R. Fox. The Guardian of Boston: bl i l l iam Monroe
Troiter, (tgzo)

7. August Meier, Negro Thought in America, 1880-19]5, (tS0f1.

8. Booker T. tlashington, I!9 Future of the American Ndgro'
( 'r8ee).

9. Booker T. t lashington, The Negro in Business, (1907).

o ANIBERE A  ENSO GYA
(Red eyes can not l ight the fire.)
Your anger can not set me on fire.
You can not frighten me by
pretending to be angry. Another
symbol of defiance.

4 .

5 .

6 .
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RESOURCES
PUBLICATIONS AND
RESEARCH CENTERS
1. AFRICAN RED FAIVIILY; a good source for revo' lut ionary

perspect ives on the current Afr ican si tuat ion.
(Quar te r ly .  Ava i lab le  f rom T imbuktu  Books ,
P . 0 .  B o x  7 6 9 6 ,  C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s  6 0 6 8 0 )

2. AFRICAN WORLD; the best source of monthly developments
in  the  B lack ' l ibera t ion  movement ,  espec ia l l y  the  an t i -
imperial ist  student movement.  The Afr ican World Re-
source Center is a good source of fTTms,-paffiTdts, and
other resources. l^ l r i te for further detai ls.  (P.0. Box
2 4 1 3 ,  W a s h ' i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  2 0 0 ] 3 )

3. BLACK SCH0LAR; an ' important monthly review of Black
Stud ies  and the  th ink ing  o f  B ' lack  in te1 lec tua ls  s ince'1969.  (p .0 .  gox  908,  Sausa l  i to ,  CA,  94965)

4 .  BLACK W0RLD;  a  w ide ly  ava i lab ]e  month ly  rev iew in  mat te rs
o f  B lack  cu l tu re ,  w i th  annua l  i ssues  on  poet ry ,  d rama,
and o ther  spec ia l  top ics ,  ( lgZO S.  Mich igan Avenue,
C h i c a g o ,  I ' l  l i n o i s ,  6 0 6 . | 6 )

5. J0URNAL 0F BLACK STUDIES; quarter ly since 
. |970 

that
serves as a vehicle for adacemic research.

6. J0URNAL 0F NEGRO HIST0RY; a quarter ' ly publ icat ion ini t iat-
ed by the Associat ion for the Study of Negro Li fe and His-
t o r y  i n  1 9 1 6 .

7. MONTHLY REVIET^I; a good source of corrnentary by radical
soc ia l  sc ien t is ts ,  ed i ted  by  po l i t i ca l  economis ts .

PE0PLES COLLEGE PRESS; expanding resource center for
po l i t i ca ' l  educat ion  mater ia ls  on  the  BIack  l ibera t ion  move-
ment ,  an t i - imper ia l i s t  s t rugg le ,  and wor ' ld  revo ' lu t ion .
W r i t e  f o r  a  l i s t  o f  a v a i ' l a b ' l e  p u b ' l i c a t i o n s .  ( P . 0 .  B o x  7 6 9 6 ,
Chi cago, I  I  

' l  
i  noi  s 60680 )

REVIET^I 0F BLACK POLITICAL ECON0MY; s ' ince 
. |970, 

one of the
leading centers and journals is ref lect ' ing some of the cur-
ren t  th ink ing  on  economics  among B iack  peop le .  Spec ia l
publ icat ions on the land quest ion in the rura' l  South, Pfo-
per ty  taxes  in  Miss iss ipp i ,  and B lack  incomes 

. |947- . |950

are  ava i lab ' le .  (B lack  Economic  Research  Center ,  l l2  West
120th  St ree tn  New York ,  NY,  10027)

8 .

9 .
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10. UNi0N 0F RADICAL POLITICAL ECON0MISTS (URPE); an organi-
zation which attempts to deve'lop a radica' l  perspective
on the cument  cr is is  o f  imper ia l ism.  Severa l  publ ica-
t ions are available. (URPE Office of 0rganizational Ser-
v ' i ces ,  M ich igan  Un ion ,  Ann  A rbo r ,  M I ,48104)

SOURCES FOR
AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES
(Wr i te  each fo r  up  to  da te  ca ta logue and pr ices . )

TRICONTENTAL FILM CENTER
P.0 .  Box  4430,  Berke ley ,  CA,  94704
244 ldest 27th St. ,  New York, NY, 

'10001

IMPACT FILMS'144 
Bleeker Street

N e w  Y o r k ,  N . Y .  1 0 0 1 2

NEll  YORKER FILMS
43 West 6' lst  Street
New York ,  NY,  10023

AUDIO BRANDON FILMS
8400 Brook f ie ld  Ave. ,
Brook f ie ld ,  IL  605. |3

THIRD WoRLD NEIISREEL
26 West 20th Street
New York ,  NY,  l00 l l

AFRICAN W0RLD RESR0UCE CENTER (F' i lms)
P.0 .  Box  24 . |3
Wash ing ton ,  D.C.  ,  20013

PAREDON RECORDS
P.0 .  Box  889
B r o o k l y n ,  N Y ,  l l 2 1 2

FOLKl,lAYS RECORDS
701 7th Avenue
New York, New York 10036


