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An introduction to Malcolm X

Analyzing "The Message to the Grassroots"
Analyzing "The Ballot or the Bullet"
Analyzing "Fighting on All Fronts"
Organizing Malcolm X 100




Malcolm X 100: #1

Two basic arguments
1.Malcolm was a biographical model of 20t century Blackness
2.Malcolm was an ideological prophet for 215 century freedom.
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Social cohesion Social disruption
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The basic difference is trans-generational continuity

Rural



Four stages
1.Small town
2.Big city

3 National leader
4 .International leader |

His life reflected all of us.
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Malcolm Little 1925 - 1941

In those days white people 1n the North usually would “adopt” just a few Negroes;
they didn’t see them as any threat. The white kids didn’t make any great thing
about us, either. They called us “nigger” and “darkie” and “Rastus” so much that
wed thought those were our natural names. (Autobiography, page 9)



Malcolm’s parents: Earl and Louise Little Malcolm’s brother: Wilfred

The Little family was big!



The Great Depression of the 1930s worsened
the already bleak economic situation of African
Americans. They were the first to be laid off from
their jobs, and they suffered from an
unemployment rate two to three times that of
whites

The Omaha Race Riot occurred in Omaha,
Nebraska, September 28-29, 1919. The
racist massacre included the lynching of Will
Brown, a black civilian. Photograph taken
showing the body of Will Brown after being
burned by a white lynch mob



Benjamin Davis Sr. Benjamin Davis Jr

Black Soldiers faced racism even
when defending US imperialism.

During his four years at West Point
(1932-1936), Davis Jr. was
isolated by his white classmates on
account of his being African
American. He never had a
roommate. He ate by himself. His
classmates rarely spoke to him
outside the line of duty, intending
that their "silent treatment" would
drive him from the academy. It had
the opposite effect; it steeled his
determination to endure the
animosity and to compete and
graduate. Ultimately, his
perseverance earned the respect of
his classmates (Wiki)
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Marcus Garvey Booker T Washington W.E.B. DuBois Anna Julia Cooper
1887 - 1940 1856 - 1915 1868 - 1963 1858 - 1964

Great debate for self determination



Detroit Red 1941 - 1948

MASS STATE PR

22043







AFRICAN AMERICAN MIGRATION, 1915-1970

CANADA " R A T

Iin

ATLANTIC ﬂ
i (]| 'II Al
PACEEIC

DCEAN ) Lk
Wy
i Thie Garead Migration,
191 5-1940 e 8 R S
D Lauir o Aleico I II' | - u
220 The Secomid Migrathon, P
any _:‘i:"? |4 1970 ¥ o) 5 |

12F T15T o U iy 1

E__-- 3 .I_ - I_ - .I 4 _..I_ = .I_..'.'_'.: - ['_?—'"E




The Bureau of Labor Satistics of the U. S. Department of Labor lists
the strikes in Detroit to prevent employment and upgrading of colored workers
for the three-month period March 1, 1943, through May 31, 1943. This
record shows that 101,955 man-days or 2,446,920 man-hours of war produc-
tion were lost by these stoppages. The record is as follows:

March 1, 1943 through May 31, 1943

Number
Beginning of Man-days
S date workers idle bl
involved

Hiring colored workers
1. U.S. Rubber Company March 19 1,064 3,955 and demand for separ-

ate sanitary facilities.

Colored help placed in

et evickers: Inc . b e March 25 40 60 Production Depart-
ment.
3. Hudson Motor Car Co. April 20 15 45 E‘:;i::lgs.uf colored plant

4. Hudson Naval Arsenal. _1\/1%;r 17 | 750 750 Refusal to work with

colored tool-maker.

5. Packard Motor Car Co. May 26 26,883 97’145 Upgrading of colored

workers.




Ah-Leu-Cha

Miles Davis (trumpet) Charlie Parker (alto sax) John Lewis (piano) Curly Russell (bass) Max Roach (drums)

By Charlie Parker

(Savoy MG 12000)
Transcribed by Michael Van Bebber

Harry Smith Studios, NYC, September 18, 1948
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Dizzy G

“Yardbird” Parker

Charlie

Bebop Music
a revolutionary response to racism



Malcolm X 1948 - 1964




try and Local family

Contradiction: National M
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Books by his daughter
Ilyasah Shabazz
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King and Malcolm Malcolm and Babu
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Ghana independence 1957
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OF THE CUERN REVOLUTIGNARY WAR




Organization
Of African Unity
1963




E Franklin Frazier sounded the ideological alarm

1894 - 1962
Professor, Howard University

“All African intellectuals begin with the fact of the
colonial experience of the African. They possess a
profound understanding of the colonial experience
and its obvious effects upon not only their traditional
social organization, but of the less obvious and more
profound effects upon the culture of the African
personality.

The American Negro intellectual goes his merry way
discussing such matters as the superficial aspects of
the material standard of living among Negroes and

the extent to which they enjoy civil rights. He never
begins with the fundamental fact of what slavery has
done to the Negro or the group which is called Negroes
in the United States.”

“The failure of the Negro Intellectual”
Negro Digest (February, 1962, pages 26 — 36)



") Malcolm X : A Research Site - Mozilla Firefox
Sile Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

€ % || [ http://www.brothermalcolm.net/aug04index.htm

_| Malcolm X : A Research Site | +

Introduction

Index
Chronology
Family
Speeches
Photographs
Bibliography 1963 Message to the Grass Roots
. TEXT AUDIC STUDY GUIDE
Webliography
Study Guide 1964 Ballot or the Bullet
Conferences TEXT AUDIO
Words
Search ) 1965 Fighting on All Fronts
What's New TEXT AUDIO NOTES
Research Organizations
Malcolm X Video Revolution The Legacy
Malcolm X
-;F:I‘EE\E‘IB-T;EI 10 TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BOOKS (1 92 5 — 1 965)

A revolution in Black ideology and political culture took place when Black people
broke free from the integrationist movement to return to the demand for freedom.
The main ideological spokesperson for this movement was Malcolm X. He was
also undergoing ideological transformation reflected in the three speeches in
Detroit that laid out in great rhetorical style the outlines of the ideology of
Revolution from a Black perspective. Malcolm X is a great revolutionary icon!



The Malcolm X Moment = systemic qualitative change

Black Power = community organizations fighting
for elected officials, redistribution of
budgets, representation on policy making
bodies. Black people need to rely on themselves.

Black Arts Movement = redefined aesthetics and
standards of beauty creating an
autonomous space for Black creativity. Black
People are beautiful and profoundly human.

African Liberation Support = reuniting the Black
liberation movement of the African Americans
with the fight for national liberation in Africa.
All of African must be free!

Black Studies = greatest anti-racist innovation in higher
education, greatest increase in development
of a Black intelligentsia with a liberation consciousness.
We are our own source of knowledge.



We need an ideological framework
(a tool for mapping our transformation)

1. Identity: Who are we? Who am |? Why is this
Important?

2. Analysis: What are the problems we face? That |
face? And what are the solutions that are possible?

3. Commitment: How important is the solution to
me? To us?

4. Program: \What plans do | (we) have to get to the
solution? Who are my (our) friends? Enemies?

5. Action: \What are the concrete steps to be taken
now?



Traditions of
conscioushess

Panafricanism Natlonallsm
Liberation theology Feminism Socialism



Let’ talk
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